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Please note: All attempts have been made to ensure the accuracy and reliability of the 

information provided in this document. 

Trigonometry 1 – Hints & Tips 

• Read the question carefully.

• Know the vocabulary.

• Draw a diagram every time.

• Label all diagrams.

• Check the mode on your calculator – radians or degrees.

• Check for the format of your answer; e.g. in terms of π.

• Include the units.

• Know how to round your answer.

• Know when to round your answer.

• Do not round early.



2 

Sine, Cosine and Tangent are well known but are given on page 16 of your Formulae book – 

along with Pythagoras’ Theorem. 

Cosecant, Secant and Cotangent are the reciprocals of these and are given on page 13. 

Handy way to remember the ratios:

𝐒in 𝑥 =
𝑶𝑝𝑝𝑜𝑠𝑖𝑡𝑒

𝑯𝑦𝑝𝑜𝑡𝑒𝑛𝑢𝑠𝑒
 𝐂os 𝑥 =

𝑨𝑑𝑗𝑎𝑐𝑒𝑛𝑡

𝑯𝑦𝑝𝑜𝑡𝑒𝑛𝑢𝑠𝑒
 𝑻𝑎𝑛 𝑥 =

𝑶𝑝𝑝𝑜𝑠𝑖𝑡𝑒

𝑨𝑑𝑗𝑎𝑐𝑒𝑛𝑡

SOH       CAH TOA

Silly Old Harry Caught A Herring Trawling Off America 

Sides of a right angle triangle: 

Refer to page 13 in your log tables. 


